
The Indie NEXT List
The Swans of Fifth
Avenue: A Novel
By Melanie Benjamin
(Delacorte Press, 9780345528698, $28)
“Are you interested in the lifestyles of the rich and famous? 
Arrange your hair and makeup, darlings, and get ready to 
dish about the dirty little secrets in 1950s high society. 
Truman Capote collected ‘swans’—rich and glamorous 

women who floated through life pampered and indulged. This fictionalized 
account of the meteoric rise and very public fall of Capote, entwined with his 
deep friendship with Babe Paley and his ultimate betrayal of her and the rest of 
the swans, will slake your thirst for gossipy, breezy, scandalous details. Take 
off your wrap, pour a highball, and enjoy!”

—Cindy Pauldine, the river’s end bookstore, Oswego, NY

The Yid: A Novel

The Portable Veblen: A Novel
By Elizabeth McKenzie
(Penguin Press, 9781594206856, $26)

Recommended by Rico Lange, Bookshop Santa Cruz,
Santa Cruz, CA

Orphan X: A Novel
By Gregg Hurwitz
(Minotaur Books, 9781250067845, $25.99)

Recommended by Nancy McFarlane, Fiction Addiction, 
Greenville, SC

Georgia: A Novel of Georgia O’Keeffe
By Dawn Tripp
(Random House, 9781400069538, $28)

Recommended by Vicky Titcomb, Titcomb’s Bookshop,
East Sandwich, MA

My Father, the Pornographer: A Memoir
By Chris Offutt
(Atria Books, 9781501112461, $26)

Recommended by Nona Camuel, CoffeeTree Books, Morehead, KY

Sudden Death: A Novel

By Álvaro Enrigue
(Riverhead, 9781594633461, $27)

Recommended by Mark Haber, Brazos Bookstore, Houston, TX

The Flood Girls: A Novel
By Richard Fifield
(Gallery Books, 9781476797380, $25)

Recommended by Lauren Korn, Fact & Fiction, Missoula, MT

In Other Words
By Jhumpa Lahiri, Ann Goldstein (Trans.)
(Knopf, 9781101875551, $26.95)

Recommended by Carly Lenz, Boswell Book Company, 
Milwaukee, WI

Missing Pieces: A Novel
By Heather Gudenkauf
(MIRA, 9780778318651, $26.99)

Recommended by Nancy Simpson-Brice, The Book Vault, 
Oskaloosa, IA

The Ramblers: A Novel
By Aiden Donnelley Rowley
(William Morrow, 9780062413314, $25.99)

Recommended by Ann Carlson, Waterfront Books,
Georgetown, SC
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By Paul Goldberg
(Picador, 9781250079039, $26)

Recommended by David Enyeart, Common Good Books,
Saint Paul, MN

The Unfinished World: And Other Stories
By Amber Sparks
(Liveright, 9781631490903, trade paper, $15.95)

Recommended by Shawn Donley, Powell’s Books, Portland, OR

Breaking Wild: A Novel
By Diane Les Becquets
(Berkley, 9780425283783, $26)

Recommended by Pierre Camy, Schuler Books & Music,
Grand Rapids, MI

The Things We Keep: A Novel
By Sally Hepworth
(St. Martin’s Press, 9781250051905, $25.99)

Recommended by Pamela Klinger-Horn, Excelsior Bay Books, 
Excelsior, MN

All the Birds in the Sky
By Charlie Jane Anders
(Tor Books, 9780765379948, $25.99)

Recommended by Sara Hinckley, Hudson Booksellers, Marietta, GA

The Forgetting Time: A Novel
By Sharon Guskin
(Flatiron Books, 9781250076427, $25.99)

Recommended by Allen Murphey, Joseph-Beth Booksellers, 
Cincinnati, OH

Sweetgirl: A Novel
By Travis Mulhauser
(Ecco, 9780062400826, $26.99)

Recommended by Teresa Steele, Old Firehouse Books,
Fort Collins, CO

The Arrangement: A Novel
By Ashley Warlick
(Viking, 9780525429661, $26)

Recommended by William Carl, Wellesley Books, Wellesley, MA

The Queen of the Night: A Novel
By Alexander Chee
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 9780618663026, $28)

Recommended by Anton Bogomazov, Politics & Prose, 
Washington, DC

Be Frank With Me: A Novel
By Julia Claiborne Johnson
(William Morrow, 9780062413710, $25.99)

Recommended by Bess Bleyaert, McLean & Eakin Booksellers, 
Petoskey, MI
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Nickel and Dimed:
On (Not) Getting By in 
America
By Barbara Ehrenreich
(Picador, 9780312626686, $16)  
Originally published in hardcover in 
2001
“Ehrenreich goes undercover, 
joining millions of Americans 

working at minimum wage jobs to see if it is as easy 
as some contend. She experiences firsthand the 
below-subsistence, dehumanizing conditions of much 
hourly wage work, but she also finds the remarkable 
humanity of the people who make daily life possible 
for the rest of us.”

—Kris Kleindienst, Left Bank Books, Saint Louis, MO

The Fire Next Time
By James Baldwin
(Vintage, 9780679744726, $13)  
Originally published in hardcover in 
1963
“Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time 
is one of the most powerful and 
eloquent statements of the human 
condition in the American literary 
tradition. Baldwin’s fierce love of 

the potential of the American ideals and his equally 
fierce critique of what prevents us from realizing 
those ideals is as important today as when it was first 
published in 1963.”

—Paul Yamazaki, City Lights Bookstore,
San Francisco, CA

A Fine Balance
By Rohinton Mistry
(Vintage, 9781400030651, $17)  
Originally published in hardcover in 1996
“For a book published 20 years ago, 
A Fine Balance is amazingly current 
in its themes of political unrest, cur-
tailed civil liberties, violence, and 
economic disparity. The bonds that 
can form among disparate souls in 

such circumstances are rendered with truth and clarity. 
Mistry sets his novel in Bombay, India, between 1975 
and 1984, during the upheaval of The Emergency and 
Indira Ghandi’s regime. The book has been compared to 
the work of Charles Dickens for its cast of characters 
and complexity. A Fine Balance won the Giller Prize and 
was shortlisted for the Booker Prize.”
—Dana Brigham, Brookline Booksmith, Brookline, MA

IndieBound Hardcover Great Reads
NOW IN PAPERBACK

Get in Trouble: Stories
By Kelly Link
Random House Trade Paperbacks
9780812986495, $16
Recommended in hardcover
by Lauren Peugh,
Changing Hands Bookstore,
Tempe, AZ

A Little Life: A Novel
By Hanya Yanagihara
Anchor
9780804172707, $17
Recommended in hardcover
by Melinda Powers, 
Bookshop Santa Cruz,
Santa Cruz, CA

Pieces of My Mother:
A Memoir
By Melissa Cistaro
Sourcebooks
9781492623113, $14.99
Recommended in hardcover 
by Lynn Riehl,
Nicola’s Books,
Ann Arbor, MI

Where the Dead Pause 
and the Japanese Say 
Goodbye: A Journey
By Marie Mutsuki Mockett
W.W. Norton
9780393352290, $16.95
Recommended in hardcover
by Rachel Cass,
Harvard Book Store,
Cambridge, MA

Orhan’s Inheritance:
A Novel
By Aline Ohanesian
Algonquin Books
9781616205300, $15.95
Recommended in hardcover
by Doug Robinson,
Eagle Eye Book Shop,
Decatur, GA

Revisit        Rediscover
Take  
a fresh look 
at these old  
favorites.

Of Things Gone Astray:
A Novel
By Janina Matthewson
The Friday Project
9780008137557, $14.99
Recommended in hardcover
by Amelia Stymacks,
Northshire Bookstore,
Saratoga Springs, NY


